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TAPUTIMU FARM, AMERICAN SAMOA.

#DR
DOCUMENTS REVIEWED:

I HAVE REVIEWED THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS DESCRIBING THE ANALYSIS OF COST-EFFECTIVE REMEDIAL
ACTIONS DEVELOPED FOR THE TAPUTIMU FARM SITE:

• "REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION, INSULAR TERRITORY HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES, TAPUTIMU FARM
PESTICIDE STORAGE FACILITY, AMERICAN SAMOA, DRAFT REPORT"; BLACK & VEATCH CONSULTING
ENGINEERS; JUNE 30, 1983.

• STAFF SUMMARIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

• RECOMMENDATION BY THE GOVERNOR OF AMERICAN SAMOA.

#DE
DECLARATIONS:

        CONSISTENT WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE, COMPENSATION, AND LIABILITY
ACT OF 1980 (CERCLA) AND THE NATIONAL CONTINGENCY PLAN, I HAVE DETERMINED THAT THE PACKAGING,
TRANSPORT AND DISPOSAL OFF-SITE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES IS COST-EFFECTIVE AND THAT IT
EFFECTIVELY MITIGATES AND MINIMIZES DAMAGE TO, AND PROVIDES ADEQUATE PROTECTION OF PUBLIC
HEALTH, WELFARE AND THE ENVIRONMENT.  I HAVE ALSO DETERMINED THAT THE ACTION BEING TAKEN IS
APPROPRIATE WHEN BALANCED AGAINST THE NEED TO USE TRUST FUND MONEY AT OTHER SITES.  IN ADDITION,
I HAVE DETERMINED THAT THE OFF-SITE TRANSPORT OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES IS MORE COST-EFFECTIVE
THAN OTHER REMEDIAL ACTIONS AND, THEREFORE, IS CONSISTENT WITH SECTION 101(24) OF CERCLA.

                                     LEE M. THOMAS
                                     ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR
                                     OFFICE OF SOLID WASTE AND
                                       EMERGENCY RESPONSE.



                                  TAPUTIMU FARM
                                  AMERICAN SAMOA
                        REMEDIAL ACTION BRIEFING DOCUMENT

PURPOSE OF THE REMEDIAL ACTION

THE RECOMMENDED REMEDIAL ACTION IS THE OFFSITE TRANSPORT AND DISPOSAL OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS
AND PESTICIDES WHICH ARE IMPROPERLY STORED ON AMERICAN SAMOA.

BACKGROUND:

• TAPUTIMU FARM, A FACILITY OWNED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF AMERICAN SAMOA, IS THE PRIMARY
REPOSITORY OF UNUSED AND OUT OF DATE AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS AND PESTICIDES ON
AMERICAN SAMOA.

• THE PESTICIDES ARE STORED IN A WAREHOUSE OF PLYWOOD WALL CONSTRUCTION WITH
CORRUGATED METAL ROOF LOCATED 1/4 MILE FROM A PUBLIC BEACH.

• A THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT IS PRESENTED BY THE SITE.  BECAUSE OF
THE CLIMATE OF AMERICAN SAMOA, THERE IS A CONCERN THAT THE WAREHOUSE WILL FLOOD,
TRANSPORTING CHEMICALS AND PESTICIDES TO THE PUBLIC BEACH AND CONTAMINATING THE
BEACH AND MARINE LIFE.  IN ADDITION, THE WAREHOUSE IS USED FOR PURPOSES OTHER THAN
PESTICIDE STORAGE AND WORKERS ARE THUS EXPOSED TO THE CHEMICALS THROUGH INHALATION
AND DIRECT CONTACT.

• ON SEPTEMBER 19, 1981, THE AMERICAN SAMOA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION NAMED THE
TAPUTIMU FARM AS THE HIGHEST PRIORITY SITE ON AMERICAN SAMOA.  IT WAS PLACED ON THE
INTERIM LIST OF 115 PRIORITY WASTE SITES IN OCTOBER 1981 AND IS INCLUDED ON THE
FINAL NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST PUBLISHED ON SEPTEMBER 8, 1983.

REMEDIAL PLANNING ACTIVITIES TO DATE:

• A REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION AND FEASIBILITY STUDY WAS CONDUCTED AT THE SITE BY EPA'S
INTERIM ZONE CONTRACTOR, BLACK AND VEATCH, FROM NOVEMBER 1982 THROUGH JULY 1983.

• INVESTIGATIONS FOUND PESTICIDES LABELED AS HEPTACHLOR, METHOXYCHLOR, DIELDRIN AND
2,4,5-T STORED IN OPEN, DETERIORATING CONTAINERS AND SPILLED ACROSS THE FLOOR OF THE
WAREHOUSE.

• SAMPLES TAKEN FROM UNLABELED MATERIAL CONTAINED IN THE WAREHOUSE REVEALED
SIGNIFICANT CONCENTRATIONS OF PRIORITY POLLUTANTS SUCH AS PENTACHLOROPHENOL,
TOLUENE, ETHYLBENZENE, ALDRIN, DIELDRIN AND DDT.

• ABOUT 4,000 LBS. OF LIQUID AND SOLID PESTICIDE MATERIAL IS STORED IN THE WAREHOUSE.

• BASED ON THE RESULTS OF THE SAMPLING, ALTERNATIVES WERE DEVELOPED FOR REMEDIAL
ACTION.  THESE ALTERNATIVES ARE DESCRIBED IN THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT, ENTITLED
"ALTERNATIVE SELECTION".

REGIONAL AND TERRITORIAL RECOMMENDATION:

• REGION 9 AND THE AMERICAN SAMOAN ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION RECOMMEND SHIPMENT
OF ALL THE WASTES TO THE U.S. MAINLAND FOR DISPOSAL.  THE COST OF THIS OPTION IS
ESTIMATED TO BE $160,000.

POLICY AFFECTING THIS SITE:

• OMNIBUS TERRITORIES ACT

          SECTION 501 OF P.L. 95-134, AND SECTION 601 OF P.L. 96-20, THE OMNIBUS TERRITORIES
          ACT, ENABLE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO WAIVE NORMAL COST-SHARING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
          INSULAR TERRITORIES. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST WAIVE COST-SHARING UNDER $100,000 FOR



          THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS AND AMERICAN SAMOA.  THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MAY WAIVE
          COST-SHARING OVER $100,000 FOR THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS AND AMERICAN SAMOA. 
          BECAUSE AMERICAN SAMOA'S SHARE OF THE COSTS OF THE REMEDIAL ACTION WILL BE LESS THAN
          $100,000, THE COST SHARE REQUIREMENTS UNDER CERCLA MUST BE WAIVED.

#ENF
ENFORCEMENT:

• DURING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19, 1983, A NOTICE LETTER WAS DELIVERED TO THE GOVERNOR
OF AMERICAN SAMOA AS THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY.  THE GOVERNMENT OF AMERICAN SAMOA OWNS
AND OPERATES TAPUTIMU FARM.

• THE GOVERNOR ACKNOWLEDGED THE AMERICAN SAMOAN GOVERNMENT'S LIABILITY AND REQUESTED
THAT EPA PROCEED WITH THE PLANNED ACTIONS.  THE AMERICAN SAMOAN GOVERNMENT HAS
DECLINED TO UNDERTAKE OR PAY FOR THE ACTION VOLUNTARILY.

RELATED PLANNED REMOVAL:

• AN UNLISTED SITE ON AMERICAN SAMOA, THE TAFUNA POWER PLANT CONTAINS SEVERAL PCB
CONTAMINATED TRANSFORMERS.  REMOVAL OF THESE TRANSFORMERS FROM THAT SITE WILL BE
COMBINED WITH THIS PROJECT AS A PLANNED REMOVAL.  BECAUSE THE COSTS OF MOBILIZATION
IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC IS BY FAR THE MOST EXPENSIVE COMPONENT OF THE PROJECT,
COMBINING THE PLANNED REMOVAL WITH THE REMEDIAL ACTION REPRESENTS SUBSTANTIAL COST
SAVINGS TO THE GOVERNMENT.  THE WORK IS EXPECTED TO ADD NO MORE THAN $20,000 TO THE
COST OF THE PROJECT.

EPA LEAD FOR IMPLEMENTATION:

• BECAUSE THE COSTS FOR THIS PROJECT ARE RELATIVELY SMALL, THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF
ENGINEERS SUGGESTED THAT EPA MAINTAIN THE LEAD FOR THE PROJECT.  CH2M HILL, THE
REMFIT CONTRACTOR, WILL SUBCONTRACT THE WORK FOR EPA.

• THE SCHEDULE FOR WORK CALLS FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SELECTED REMEDIAL ACTION
BY THE END OF JANUARY, 1984.



                             ALTERNATIVE SELECTION
                         TAPUTIMU FARM, AMERICAN SAMOA

BACKGROUND

        ON JULY 1, 1983, THE REGION 9 OFFICE OF EPA TRANSMITTED THE "REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION,
INSULAR TERRITORY HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES, TAPUTIMU FARM PESTICIDE STORAGE FACILITY, AMERICAN
SAMOA, DRAFT REPORT" PREPARED BY BLACK & VEATCH CONSULTING ENGINEERS, TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY COMMISSION, AMERICAN SAMOA (EQC) AND THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS (COE) FOR REVIEW AND
COMMENT.  THE COE DETERMINED THAT IT WOULD NOT BE COST-EFFECTIVE FOR IT TO ADMINISTER ANY OF THE
REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVES. ON JULY 14, 1983, EPA MADE THE DECISION TO REFER THE PROJECT TO THE ZONE
CONTRACTOR, CH2M HILL, FOR IMPLEMENTATION UPON APPROVAL OF FUNDING.

        EQC AND EPA STAFF REVIEWED THE ALTERNATIVES AND IDENTIFIED THE RECOMMENDED REMEDIAL
ACTION.  THE ACTION INVOLVES THE REMOVAL OF ALL HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES FROM THE TAPUTIMU FARM SITE
FOR DISPOSAL ON THE U.S. MAINLAND.

        ON JULY 15, 1983, EPA REQUESTED THAT EQC MANAGE THE PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE RI/FS AND THE
RECOMMENDED REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVE ACTION BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DISTANCE OF AMERICAN SAMOA FROM THE
REGION 9 OFFICE.  A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE AND RADIO ANNOUNCEMENTS WERE USED TO NOTIFY THE PUBLIC
THAT THE RI/FS AND THE RECOMMENDED REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVE ACTION WERE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW FROM
JULY 25 TO AUGUST 12, 1983.  NO PUBLIC COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED BY THE EQC.

#AE
FEASIBILITY STUDY AND ALTERNATIVES

        THE OBJECT OF THE FEASIBILITY STUDY WAS TO DEVELOP SOURCE CONTROL REMEDIAL ACTIONS WHICH
WOULD ELIMINATE THE POTENTIAL FOR CONTAMINATION FROM AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS/PESTICIDES STORED AT
THE TAPUTIMU FARM.

        THE CHEMICAL/PESTICIDE MATERIALS AT TAPUTIMU FARM ARE IMPROPERLY STORED, IMPROPERLY
CONTAINERIZED, AND LACK IDENTIFYING INFORMATION IN NUMEROUS INSTANCES.  THEY PRESENT A HEALTH
HAZARD TO INDIVIDUALS WORKING IN THE AREA VIA INHALATION OF THE VAPORS AND BY DIRECT CONTACT. 
BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY ANNUAL PRECIPITATION AND THE PROXIMITY OF THE SITE TO A PUBLIC BEACH, THE
POTENTIAL ALSO EXISTS FOR HUMAN HEALTH PROBLEMS AND ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE DUE TO WASHOUT OF
MATERIALS FROM THE WAREHOUSE.

        AFTER THE REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION WAS COMPLETED, SIX ALTERNATIVE REMEDIES FOR THE SITE
WERE EVALUATED. THE ALTERNATIVES WERE:

        1. NO ACTION
        2. STORE ON AMERICAN SAMOA
        3. DUMP IN OCEAN
        4. TREAT AND DISPOSE OF ON AMERICAN SAMOA
        5. SHIP TO U.S. MAINLAND AND DISPOSE
        6. RECOVER USABLE MATERIAL AND SHIP REMAINDER TO
           U.S. MAINLAND FOR DISPOSAL.

THE SIX ALTERNATIVES WERE EVALUATED FOR:

• TECHNICAL FEASIBILITY
• COST EFFECTIVENESS
• ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTIVENESS
• PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE.

AS A RESULT OF THE EVALUATION, FOUR OF THE OPTIONS WERE EXCLUDED FROM CONSIDERATION:

     1. NO ACTION - THIS ALTERNATIVE DOES NOT ALLEVIATE THE THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH POSED BY THE
        SITE.  THE PROXIMITY OF THE PUBLIC BEACH AND THE HIGH ANNUAL PRECIPITATION PRESENTS THE
        POTENTIAL FOR THE MATERIALS TO WASH OUT OF THE BUILDING AND CAUSE ADDITIONAL HUMAN
        HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS.  IN ADDITION, THE CHEMICALS/PESTICIDES AS PRESENTLY
        STORED PRESENT A HEALTH HAZARD TO INDIVIDUALS WORKING IN THE AREA VIA INHALATION AND
        DIRECT CONTACT.



     2. STORE ON AMERICAN SAMOA - UNDER THIS ALTERNATIVE, A STORAGE FACILITY WOULD BE DESIGNED
        AND BUILT FOR THE HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SOMEWHERE ON AMERICAN SAMOA.  THE COST FOR THIS
        ALTERNATIVE ARE AS HIGH AS THAT OF OTHER ALTERNATIVES WHICH REMOVE THE MATERIAL FROM
        THE ISLAND COMPLETELY.  IN ADDITION, THE ISLAND CLIMATE AND GEOLOGY MAKE CONSTRUCTION OF
        A RELIABLE STORAGE FACILITY DIFFICULT. BECAUSE THIS ALTERNATIVE WAS NOT SIGNIFICANTLY
        CHEAPER THAN OTHER ALTERNATIVES AND IT REPRESENTED LESS RELIABLE PROTECTION FOR THE
        ISLAND ENVIRONMENT IT WAS NOT CONSIDERED FURTHER.

     3. DUMP IN OCEAN - THIS ALTERNATIVE WOULD REQUIRE OBTAINING A PERMIT TO DUMP MATERIALS INTO
        THE OCEAN UNDER THE OCEAN DUMPING REGULATION (40 CFR PARTS 220-28) WHICH WOULD DELAY
        RESPONSE ACTION.  MOREOVER, BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THE MATERIALS, THIS PERMIT WOULD BE
        DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN.

     4. TREAT AND DISPOSE OF MATERIAL ON AMERICAN SAMOA.  NO DISPOSAL FACILITY CURRENTLY EXISTS
        ONSITE OR ELSEWHERE ON AMERICAN SAMOA. THE COSTS TO DESIGN AND BUILD SUCH A FACILITY
        GREATLY EXCEED (3X) THE COST TO SHIP AND DISPOSE OF THE MATERIAL AT AN EXISTING
        FACILITY.

IN ADDITION TO AN ASSESSMENT OF THE TECHNICAL ALTERNATIVES FOR DISPOSING OF THE HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS, THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF DECONTAMINATION OF THE STORAGE FACILITIES AT TAPUTIMU FARM
WAS EVALUATED.  FOUR LEVELS WERE CONSIDERED:

        LEVEL 1 - SWEEPING, POWER VACUUMING, WASHING/RINSING, AND SEALING THE CONTAMINATED
                  SURFACES.  COLLECTED MATERIAL, WASH AND RINSE WATER, AND CERTAIN EQUIPMENT TO
                  BE PACKED AND INCLUDED IN THE HAZARDOUS WASTE SHIPMENT.
        LEVEL 2 - LEVEL 1 PLUS REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING WALLS.
        LEVEL 3 - LEVEL 2 PLUS POURING NEW CONCRETE SLAB OVER EXISTING SLAB.
        LEVEL 4 - LEVEL 2 PLUS REMOVAL AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FLOOR SLAB.

BECAUSE THE INTENDED FUTURE USE OF THE WAREHOUSE WAS LIMITED TO STORAGE OF FARM EQUIPMENT, LEVEL
1 WAS DETERMINED TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE DECONTAMINATION.

TWO TECHNICAL ALTERNATIVES WERE CONSIDERED COST EFFECTIVE AS REMEDIES FOR TAPUTIMU FARM:

     5. SHIP TO U.S. MAINLAND AND DISPOSE
     6. RECOVER USABLE MATERIAL AND SHIP REMAINDER TO U.S. MAINLAND FOR DISPOSAL.

REGION 9 AND THE AMERICAN SAMOA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION RECOMMEND SHIPMENT OF ALL OF
THE WASTE TO THE U.S. MAINLAND FOR APPROPRIATE DISPOSAL.  THE SIXTH ALTERNATIVE IS NOT
RECOMMENDED BECAUSE IT WOULD GREATLY INCREASE THE INSTITUTIONAL COMPLEXITY OF THE REMEDY AND
DOES NOT REPRESENT SIGNIFICANT COST SAVING ($5000-$10,000).  THE PERMITS REQUIRED TO REPACKAGE
AND DISTRIBUTE THE PESTICIDES WOULD ALSO DELAY THE REMEDY.

THE ESTIMATED COST FOR THE RECOMMENDED REMEDY IS $160,000.

#CR
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

THE RI/FS REPORTS AND THE SELECTED REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVE ACTION WERE SUBJECT TO A 3-WEEK PUBLIC
REVIEW FROM JULY 25, 1983 TO AUGUST 12, 1983.

NO COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED ON THE REPORTS OR SELECTED REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVE ACTION.

#RA
RECOMMENDED ACTION

SECTION 300.68(J) OF THE NATIONAL CONTINGENCY PLAN (NCP) (47 CFR 31180, JULY 16, 1982) STATES
THAT THE APPROPRIATE EXTENT OF REMEDY SHALL BE DETERMINED BY THE LEAD AGENCY'S SELECTION OF THE
REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVE WHICH THE AGENCY DETERMINES IS COST-EFFECTIVE (I.E., THE LOWEST COST
ALTERNATIVE THAT IS TECHNOLOGICALLY FEASIBLE AND RELIABLE AND WHICH EFFECTIVELY MITIGATES AND
MINIMIZES DAMAGE TO AND PROVIDES ADEQUATE PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE, OR THE
ENVIRONMENT).  BASED ON OUR EVALUATION OF THE COST-EFFECTIVENESS OF EACH OF THE PROPOSED
ALTERNATIVES, RESULTS OF THE 3-WEEK PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD, INFORMATION FROM THE SITE



INVESTIGATION AND FEASIBILITY STUDY REPORTS, AND INFORMATION FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
COMMISSION OF AMERICAN SAMOA, WE RECOMMEND THE SELECTED ALTERNATIVE ABOVE.  THIS ALTERNATIVE
INCLUDES: 1) REPACKING OR OVERPACKING THE CHEMICAL/PESTICIDE MATERIALS STORED AT FARM AND
TRANSPORTING IT TO THE U. S. MAINLAND FOR DISPOSAL AND TAPUTIMU DECONTAMINATING THE STORAGE
FACILITIES AND SEALING THE DECONTAMINATED SURFACES.  WE HAVE DETERMINED THAT IMPLEMENTATION OF
THIS ALTERNATIVE WILL EFFECTIVELY MITIGATE DAMAGE TO AND PROVIDE ADEQUATE PROTECTION OF PUBLIC
HEALTH, WELFARE, AND THE ENVIRONMENT.

THE CAPITAL COST OF THIS ALTERNATIVE IS ESTIMATED TO BE $160,000. THERE ARE NO OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS ALTERNATIVE.

TERRITORY INPUT

AFTER GIVING CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO THE COST-EFFECTIVENESS OF EACH ALTERNATIVE AND NOT
RECEIVING ANY PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE INVESTIGATION AND FEASIBILITY REPORTS OR THE SELECTED
ALTERNATIVE, THE GOVERNOR OF AMERICAN SAMOA, WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
COMMISSION, REQUESTED THAT EPA IMPLEMENT THE SELECTED ALTERNATIVE.  THE LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR
IS ATTACHED.

PROPOSED ACTION

WE REQUEST YOUR APPROVAL FOR THE REMOVAL OF CHEMICAL/PESTICIDE MATERIALS FROM TAPUTIMU FARM TO
THE U.S. MAINLAND FOR DISPOSAL.  IN ADDITION, WE REQUEST AN ALLOCATION OF $160,000 FOR THE
PROJECT.

#SCH
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

   INITIATE DESIGN               NOVEMBER, 1983
   COMPLETE DESIGN               DECEMBER, 1983
   INITIATE CLEAN-UP             JANUARY, 1984
   COMPLETE CLEAN-UP             JANUARY, 1984.



#TMA
TABLES, MEMORANDA, ATTACHMENTS

                           AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT
                            OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
                        PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA 96799

                                OCTOBER 3, 1983

HARRY SERAYDARIAN
DIRECTOR
TOXIC AND WASTE MANAGEMENT DIVISION
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
215 FREMONT STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94105

DEAR MR. SERAYDARIAN:

THE AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED TO UNDERTAKE ANY OR ALL RESPONSE ACTIONS AT TAPUTIMU
FARM AND THE TAFUNA POWER PLANT AND TO REIMBURSE SUPERFUND FOR EPA CONDUCTED ACTION.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED THE REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS FOR TAPUTIMU
FARM AND THE TAFUNA POWER PLANT.  THE COMMISSION IS SUPPORTING THE ALTERNATIVES WHICH RECOMMENDS
THE FOLLOWING:

1. REPACK OR OVERPACK THE CHEMICAL/PESTICIDE MATERIAL AT TAPUTIMU FARM AND TRANSPORT TO
         THE U.S. MAINLAND FOR DISPOSAL.

2. DECONTAMINATE THE TAPUTIMU FARM STORAGE FACILITIES BY SWEEPING, POWER VACUUMING,
         WASHING AND RINSING THE VACUUMED AREA, SEALING THE SURFACES WHICH MAY COME INTO HUMAN
         CONTACT, AND DETERMINE THE RESIDUAL PESTICIDE CONCENTRATION.

3. REMOVE ALL TRANSFORMS AND CAPACITORS FROM THE TAFUNA POWER PLANT AND TRANSPORT TO THE
         U.S. MAINLAND FOR TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL. PERFORM IN CONJUNCTION WITH TAPUTIMU FARM
         ACTION.

THE REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVES WERE SUBJECT TO A 3-WEEK PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD.  THERE WERE
NO OBJECTIONS TO THE SELECTED REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVE.

IN ADDITION, I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY DISAPPOINTMENT REGARDING OUR LIABILITY FOR RESPONSE
ACTIONS OR FOR ALL OR PART OF THE COSTS EPA MAY INCUR IN CONDUCTING RESPONSE ACTIONS AT THE
SITES.  WE ENTERED INTO THIS PROJECT WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ALL COST SHARING REQUIREMENTS
WOULD BE WAIVED UNDER THE OMNIBUS TERRITORIES ACT.  NOW WE ARE INFORMED THAT WE ARE LIABLE FOR
ALL COSTS.  I FEEL THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED CONTRADICTORY MESSAGES FROM EPA.

DESPITE THE FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS, WE ARE LOOKING TO IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SELECTED REMEDIAL
ALTERNATIVES.

                                       SINCERELY,

                                       TUFELE LI'A
                                       ACTING GOVERNOR.




